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18 ONNeCt

Eighteenth-century Scholarship Online

My18th
LOG IN | Create new account

_ Peer Review
What is 18thConnect?

Scholarship Digital humanities projects have long lacked a framework for peer review and thus have often had
Posé Raview difficulty establishing their credibility as true scholarship. 18thConnect (and its partner

site, NINES) exist in part to address this situation by instituting a robust system of review by some

Editorial Boards
of the most respected scholars in the field of eighteenth-century studies, British and American.

Submissions

Community 18thConnect provides peer-review of digital resources and archives created by scholars in
Steering Committee eighteenth-century studies. Our Editorial Boards locate reviewers to evaluate both the intellectual
Research and Development content and the technical structure of each project submitted for inclusion in 18thConnect.

Major Contributors See below for a set of General Guidelines and Peer Review Criteria.
Search Help As part of a federation of sites, projects that pass peer review in 18thConnect are also or will be

discoverable via other sites such as NINES and REKn (forthcoming), depending on their
relevance to those literary and historical periods.
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The Advanced Research Consortium (ARC)

A consartium of scholars committted to acvancing research in the humanities through period-spectfic online cammunities bult around paer-
review, aggregatian, ard searching digital data.
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Collex G s

CQLLEX

Home About Condacd  NINES

ARC partner sites leverage Collex for shared search index Srarch

Archives

e Jdulvane2

= Julv a0

= Deoember 2000
= August 20049

- ‘1\; 12004

. dayintwe 2004

» Bepltessher 2008

= Jaly 2008

After being in use for the NINES site since 20006, Collex has also been implemented on . A
the eighteenth-century studies partner site to NINES, 18thConnect. These two sites, and .
other nodes yet to come online, will form a larger entity of scholars interested in Meta
federating digital abjects called ARC. Thanks to this group, supported by the Initiative for « login
Digital Humanitics, Media and Culture (IDHMQO) at Texas A&M University,

development on Collex will continue and expand, based upon the needs of contributing

partoer sites,



Using Juxta in the Classroom: Scholar’s
_ Screenshots | Lab Presentation

. Download ®  Postud on Fabruary 27, 2043 by Duna
| About ’ Director of NINES Andrew Stauffer and Project Manager Dana
Wheeles will be joining the Uva mw today to discuss
um mnu’l ’ Juxta Commons and Nw uses fOl‘ the mnwam in the

dassroom, Below are & list of sets incduded in the damo to
Ilustrate the numerous ways Juxts could draw students’
attention to textual anslysis and digital humanities,

Traditional Scholarly Scts for Analysis and Rescarch

= Alica In Wondertand

- D.G. Rossetts, The Steakthy Schooi of Criticism
. mw,wmcm Staufer
- Mary Sheiley’s Frankenstein
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Y ‘Wha{lsawwi(?
‘The Declaration of Independence - The evolution of a famillar

OF2223 PM March 13, 2013

Beyond traditional scholarship: born-digital texts

RECENT POSTS
» Wikipedia: 'Climata Changa - Seemingly stable documents mask
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The ARC Catalog is a collection of metadata about the objects aggregated by NINES, 18thConnect and MESA
Using the web service, you can query these files without using the Collex interface provided by those siles.

To use, call this in one of the ways indicated. I is designed 1o be used as a web senvice, but you can also type the
values ino your browser Lo interactively test your parameters. If you leave off the ".xml" in the following calls, the
results will be formatted betler for a browser,

The ARC Catalog offers metadata from frea-culture resources only.,

NINES and 18thConnect have made agreements with a number of commercial providers to offer metadata and
some full-text searching of their materials through the Collex interface. The objects from these archives have
been flagged in the metadata as proprietary, and will not be retumed In queries submitted through the ARC
Catalog.

We will continue 1o revisit and review our agreemeants in the coming years, and post updates as the situation

develops.

Input format

Note that some characlers are not allowed 10 be sent as part of 2 URL. If you want 1o use those characters they
need o be escaped using 2 % and the hex code of the character, For instance, a plus sign should be encoded as

428,

The input format follows the same syntax as URLS, In particutar,

The query parameters begin with a question mark,

The query paramelers are separated from each other with an ampersand (&)

A query parameter containg two paris: a key, folowed by an equal sign, followed by a vakue,

UTF-8 characters need to be escaped, $0 a query looks Bke: g=%28BrontiC3I%AB instead of the more natural:

g=%2BBrontéd
The plus sign and 2 number of other Symbols are used in a lot of places, and need o be escaped to be used in a

URL. Here are some common substitutions:

[
v




What is 18thConnect? | Peer Review

~
8o ONNECt 831,383
@NINES 891,423
® viEsa 115,550
L4 . '
v . MODNETS 77,670

Limit Results to...

Select a resource below to limit your search results

» Journals 61,389
» Peer-Reviewed Projects 176,868
» Other Digital Collections 1,433,008
» NINES Exhibits 293

Other helpful facets...

Select a facet below to limit your search results

Free Culture Only 533,496
Full Text Only 507,270
Typewright Enabled Only 296,256

1,671,559 Digital
Obijects

533,496 Free
Culture

~32%
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ReKN: Renaissance Knowledge Network
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Principles for Metadata Reform

Cur metadata form, the form that is used to submit projests to the ARC nodes (MESA, REKn, 18thConnect, NINES, and
MoaNets) was developed by NINES in 2005, and its specifications can oe found at Submiting RDF. We ars working on revising
what we fondly call our ‘'NINES RDF', and what {ollows are some principles $o which we are adhering as we do 50.

1. The succees of NINES and subsequent nodes (MESA, REKn, 18thCennact, and ModNets) has deganded upon and will
continue 1o depend ugan the feanness of the metadata form. That is. il we require paapie 10 submit 159 much infarmaltion, and
if our forms are too complicated (coming clossr and closer 1o library metadata such as Marc records or Mete), literary scholars
and propristons of research datadases will nat be akle 1 submit their projects o us 1or peer review and inzlusicn in our search of
pear-raviewed scholady sites. In that cags, only libranes would ba akle 1o submit, and we woulc in fact just becoms a library
search anging, albail a mare global ona. We decided at the inceplion of NINES in 2003 1o keep the bar 1or submission &3 low &3
possible, technically speaking, while making peer reviaw as rigorous as possible: we are scholars first, valuing the quality of the
research over the 1achnical prowess of ils creators. and so we cannat aréate lechnolpgical barrens o entry. Mareover, oo many
raquired fields 1o fill in will make the form foo complicased and ammbiguous 1o oo useful to us. Practically, this means that we will
only add required fielas o our matadata lorm after extandead discussion and with the appraval of all ARC mamibers.

2. Another value of the nodes coming together under ARC is the requirement of working fogether to generade the most impontant
medadata categornes for literary, cuftural, and heatorical acholarship. That Ig, thie crganizaticn apans the disclplines within the
cEsciptine of English Flerature (philosophy, histary), the periods: maedieval, Renaissance, 18th century, 181h century, and
modemiet. We wigh tc achieve a vary aifficult balance: acknowledging the valus of diaciplinary categones while looking e a
fudure in which discipiinary bauadaries might disappear. When revising our meladata scherre. then, we rrust conscinusly
attempt to create a scheme that is relevant for all the pariods while simultanscusly allowing our home discigling 10 best exprass
what is signifizant in its awn ferms. Keeping an eye on the needs of oter periods is the hardest pant, and it will require referming
what we slready have. Forinstance, one 'genre’ term in NINES is 'manuscnpt’: aside from tha fact thatitis rsally & medium, the
prablem with this term is that itis useless to medievalists ans wouldn't mean the samea thing In Renaissance and Reastoration
writars, for whom circulating manuscripte wae cne mode of publication, as it does to tha 19th century, for whom it means
something unputlished. We are in the prozess ol relhinking this preblem since MESA has joined, and this is good, inrgarant
work, petantially helping the discipline of 19th century studiss to undersiand dsslf oetler.

3. The taxoncrries we develog as part of our raf acheme, cur metadata form, will be taken up by contributora te cur nodes and
could potentially become one of the standards for the semantic web. This is a big responsibility: we can at this moment have an
Iimpact on the way that iiteratuce I3 fowid on the Interned, not just by search engines out by data-mining and Information syatems
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<rdf:RDF
xmlns:rdf="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/02/22-rdf-syntax-ns#"
xmlns:dc="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/"
xmlns:dcterms="http://purl.org/dc/terms/"
xmlns:collex="http://www.collex.org/schema#"
xmlns:ra="http://www.rossettiarchive.org/schema#"
xmlns:rdfs="http://www.w3.0rg/2000/01/rdf-schema#"
xmlns:role="http://www.loc.gov/loc.terms/relators/">

<YOUR:NAMESPACE rdf:about="UNIQUE OBJECT ID">
<!-- choose your federation: multiples are also allowed. -->

<collex:federation>NINES</collex:federation>
<collex:federation>18thConnect</collex: federation>
<collex:federation>MESA</collex:federation>

<collex:archive>CONTRIBUTING PROJECT</collex:archive>

<dc:title>0OBJECT TITLE</dc:title>
<dcterms:alternative>ALTERNATE TITLE</dcterms:alternative>
<dc:source>TITLE OF JOURNAL/ANTHOLOGY/LARGER WORK</dc:source>

<role:ART>VISUAL ARTIST</role:ART>
<role:AUT>AUTHOR</role:AUT>
<role:EDT>EDITOR</role:EDT>
<role:PBL>PUBLISHER</role:PBL>
<role:TRL>TRANSLATOR</role:TRL>
<role:CRE>CREATOR</role:CRE>
<role:ETR>ETCHER</role:ETR>
<role:EGR>ENGRAVER</role:EGR>



<dc:date>

date of the object

may contain either a four digit year AND NOTHING ELSE
(«<dc:date>1959</dc:date>), or may contain a <collex:date> element inside, its
usage described in this entry and the next one.

Please note: contributors should, when at all possible, attempt to include a date
even when a date value is unknown or uncertain

Unknown or uncertain dates can, in most cases, be narrowed to a possible date
range, be it a decade or a century; contributors should use the <nines:date>
formula to record a human-readable value (<rdfs:label>) and a computational
value (<rdf:value>).

To narrow a range to a decade, replace the last year digit with "u." E.g. 1860's are
written as "186u" in <rdf:value>.

To narrow a range to a century, replace the last two year digits with "u." E.g.
1800's are written as "18uu"” in <rdf:value>.

The value of <rdfs:label> can be anything one would like: "1860's", "1800's",
"Likely the 1860's", "1860 through 1869", etc.

<dc:date>
<collex:date>
<rdfs:label>1890-99 (circa)</rdfs:label>
<rdf:value>189u</rdf:value>
</collex:date>
</dc:date>



Objects which were produced over a number of years can receive a date range.
Again, use the <collex:date> scheme. The <rdfs:label> takes any human-
readable formulation, e.g. "1861 through 1862". <rdf : value> would encode the
start-date and end-date in the range in a comma-separated format, e.g. "1861,1862".

<dc:date>
<collex:date>
<rdfs:label>1891-93</rdfs:label>
<rdf:value>1891,1893</rdf:value>
</collex:date>
</dc:date>

Objects that are uncertainly dated but still known to be composed within a specific
date range should receive a hybrid formulation, involving two <dc:date> elements.
One <dc:date> records the date range; the second <dc : date> marks the object's
date as "Uncertain".



<dc:date>
<collex:date>
<rdfs:label>Sometime between 1891 and 1893</rdfs:label>
<rdf:value>1891,1893</rdf:value>
</collex:date>
</dc:date>
<dc:date>Uncertain</dc:date>

Objects worked on in nonconsecutive years should receive distinct <dc:date>
elements for each year. So, for an object begun in 1890, put on hiatus in 1891, then
concluded in 1892, the encoding would be ...

.........................................................................................................................................................

<dc:date>1890</dc:date>
<dc:date>1892</dc:date>

Required? YES
Can appear? MULTIPLE



<collex:federation>

The federation that this object belongs to. Currently, the two legal values of this
are "NINES" and "18thConnect". Notice that an object can belong to more than
one federation.

Required? YES

Can appear? MULTIPLE
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