
PeriodO data model
To be included in the gazetteer, a definition must 

• give the period a name 

• impose some temporal bounds on the period 

have some implicit or explicit association with a 
geographical region, and 

have been formally or informally published in some 
citable source.



Periods are concepts

E4 Period
“sets of coherent phenomena or 
cultural manifestations bounded 
in time and space,” where this 
extent in time and space is 
determined by “the trajectories of 
the participating physical things”

Contrast with CIDOC CRM

E28 Conceptual Object
“non-material products of our 
m i n d s a n d o t h e r h u m a n 
produced data that have become 
objects of a discourse about their 
identity ... instances of this class 
are created, invented or thought 
by someone, and then may be 
documented or communicated 
between persons”



Periods are concepts

• skos:prefLabel is used for the name of the 
period exactly as given in the original source.  

• skos:altLabel is used for language-specific 
names of the period, assigned by PeriodO curators. 



Periods are concepts

• skos:note is used for notes about the period 
definition that appeared in the original source. 

• skos:editorialNote is used for administrative or 
editorial notes added by the PeriodO curators.



Temporal extent
• skos:prefLabel is 

used to textually 
describe the interval 
exactly as given in the 
original source 

• time:hasDateTime
Description is 
used to describe the 
interval in a more 
structured fashion



Spatial extent

• periodo:spatialCoverageDescription is 
used to textually describe the spatial extent exactly 
as given in the original source 

• dcterms:spatial is used to link a period definition 
to descriptions of locations in gazetteers



Source



JSON-LD serialization



The PeriodO client
http://n2t.net/ark:/99152/p0

http://n2t.net/ark:/99152/p0


Workflow



JSON Patch



Identifiers
http://n2t.net/ark:/99152/p0rqpwq4prr  

name mapping authority hostport

name assigning authority number

name

http://n2t.net/ark:/99152/p0rqpwq4prr

